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We’ll Get You Through It

Heroes Among Us

As some of you may know, for the tidy sum of $1 a year | am Chairman of the Peabody Place Assisted Living Facility in
Franklin, NH (in addition to my 60+ hours a week running the law firm). Having been Chairman now for 5 years | have
managed to save all my pay and can now afford a Starbucks (small regular). More to what this article is all about is that
over the past 8 years my Board of Directors saw the aging building we called Peabody Home and the need to invest a
tidy sum in repairs and upgrades. Then ask the State for continued waivers, as part of the old building was wood framed
and not allowed per current code for Assisting Living Facilities as the fire burn time for shelter-in-place is non-compliant.
The alternative was to bite the bullet and invest in a new structure. The latter won out and we planned, engineered,
permitted, and built. But as in any new build (or even renovations) we had hiccups along the way. You may call them
obstacles or “opportunities” but thousands of little decisions had to be made along the way and the entire Board

was involved in making those decisions. While | got my annual $1, the remaining board worked without pay, but they
never complained to my many requests and almost weekly, or bi-weekly, “emergency meetings”. And there were also
countless delays in the completion date, as is usual. But, finally, in April 2023 we were done.

| would like to take all the credit, but | can’t, my Board
deserves all the credit as they are the heroes and at the
recent annual meeting, | was able to award them all with a
little token of my appreciation.

P.S. | tell my kids that they do not need to worry about my
getting old because | built an entire facility to live in... @
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EV Batteries: A Heavy Topic

Electric vehicles (EVs) are beginning to make a dent in the new-vehicle marketplace, having reached nearly 6% of
purchases in 2022 (a 65% increase over 2021). The current administration has set a goal of 50% by 2030 in order to aid the
environment. (But it’s not all unicorns and rainbows. Read about the environmental impact of lithium mining to supply the
batteries.)

But one major, often overlooked EV issue concerns the weight of EV batteries. Depending on the type of vehicle, the
disparity in weight between an EV and a gas-powered vehicle of similar size can range from hundreds of pounds to several
thousand. Safety-wise, this is good news for the occupants of the heavier EV. Not so much for the occupants of the
lighter vehicle, who are subject to higher forces in a crash. According to a 2011 study by the National Bureau of Economic
Research, there is a 47% greater chance of a fatality for the lighter-weight vehicle occupants when struck by a vehicle that
outweighs theirs by 1,000 pounds or more.

The demand for 400 miles per charge currently necessitates larger EV batteries. EV engines are also extremely powerful.
Despite the added weight, many EVs can surge from 0-60 in less than 5 seconds and have 100% of their torque available
immediately, unlike conventional gas-powered vehicles. Not every driver properly manages that. Extra weight also means
longer stopping distances, and it’s not clear that all EVs have the braking capabilities to handle their additional mass —
making things dicey for pedestrians and bicyclists, too.

The bad news is that much of the sourcing of Lithium is from other nations, some who are not so friendly to the US lately.
And also, the pollution the Lithium mines cause in those nations.

But nothing is perfect in this world. ®
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A pretrial motion is a legal document filed in a personal injury lawsuit which requests that the judge resolve the case, or a
particular aspect of the case, prior to a trial.

For instance, the defense might file a motion to dismiss the case due to legal deficiencies, such as the plaintiff lacks legal
basis for their claim; the statute of limitations to bring a lawsuit has expired; the complaint was filed in the wrong jurisdiction;
or the defendant was not properly served with the complaint.

When the facts of a case are not disputed, one party may file a motion for summary judgment. Essentially, the argument is
that the evidence is so compelling, the judge should decide the case immediately, without a trial.

A Daubert Motion is a motion to exclude experts when one side feels the expert witness for the opposing party lacks the
necessary qualifications to issue an opinion on the case.

A motion to compel could be submitted in the event that the other side is uncooperative it turning over documents or other
potential evidence during discovery, the process of exchanging information between the parties concerning the witnesses

and evidence they’ll present at trial.

One party may want to limit or exclude specific pieces of evidence at trial, so they file a motion to limit evidence (or motion
in limine). Oftentimes the evidence in question is argued to be more prejudicial than pertinent.

When the defense fails to fulfill a certain task placed upon it in response to the plaintiff, the plaintiff may file a motion for
default judgment — a request that the judge award them the compensation they’ve asked for in the lawsuit. o
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Protect Your Family, Protect Your Rights
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SEE PAGE ONE

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.




